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Abstract

National Quemoy University (NQU) is situated in Kinmen, an
outlying island of Taiwan adjacent to Xiamen, China. Due to its unique
geographical location and the distinct political and economic developments
across the Taiwan Strait, Kinmen has cultivated distinctive and attractive
local features, including Min-Nan culture, its status as the Hometown of
overseas Chinese, historical battlefields, a rich poetry culture centered around
Kaoliang liquor, and diverse natural ecology. Deeply rooted in the multi-
cultural and environmental ecosystem of Kinmen, NQU positions itself as
“a comprehensive university that highlights Kinmen characteristics through
achievements in education, research, and outreach.” In this paper, we discuss
the integration of Kinmen's unique features with local culture and natural
ecology to develop NQU’s environmental education. To achieve this goal, we
introduce a comprehensive general education course named “Introduction to
Kinmenology” for all freshmen to gain a general understanding of Kinmen's
distinctive features. Subsequently, students are encouraged to participate in
the courses titled “General Education Salon: Learning and Thinking about

Kinmenology” and “Environmental Education and Sustainable Development™

Il 2 EREENASESHEEERT
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to refine their soft skills related to self-learning, critical thinking, a global
perspective, and local actions for environmental preservation and protection.
This study demonstrates that the designated series of three courses
significantly help students understand the local history and natural ecology
thoroughly. Furthermore, the paper illustrates that NQU students who undergo
this training possess distinct knowledge about local Kinmen features, global
climate change issues, and environmental conservation challenges. We
are confident that, after graduation, these trained individuals will become
indispensable backbone members of society and the nation, contributing their

talent and knowledge extensively.

Keywords: Kinmenology, General Education, Environmental Education,

Localogy, Experiential Learning
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